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‘This is the time of year
when we begin to

reflect on where we’ve
been, and think about

where we are going’

EDITOR’S LETTER

T
his is the time of year
when we begin to
reflect on where we’ve
been, and think about
where we are going.

Whether you are
looking for inspiration for your home,
your wellness or your style, Living has
you covered.

We have some of the most
incredible homes for sale (including a
windmill! (page 28); a look around the
stunning new David Lloyd at Bicester
(page 94); and we visit Holland
Cooper's HQ to view their new
equestrian collection (page 86).

And if you are not quite feeling the
festive spirit yet, we have got an A-Z
of Christmas that will get you ready
to sparkle!

Whilst it is a time of celebration,
with many fantastic festive events
across Oxfordshire, it is also the time
of year when we think about how we
can support the community around us.

This December, I’ll be attending
the Macmillan Follow the Stars event
at Christ Church Cathedral. I will be
donating what I can to support the

work of Macmillan. One in two people
in the UK will be diagnosed with a
form of cancer in their lifetimes.

People who need treatment have to
take time off work, spend long hours
travelling back and forth from hospital,
and miss special occasions.

Recent studies reported in the
media show how the cost of living
crisis is impacting people with cancer
more than the wider public.

Now more than ever, charities like
Macmillan need our support. Rather
than simply making a donation, Follow
the Stars give you a chance to come
and hear some readings, sing carols,
and take a moment for reflection.

Follow the Stars takes place on
December 9. To buy tickets for the
concert, visit: ticketsoxford.com/
events/follow-the-stars-macmillan-
carols-2.

JULIE BOLTON
Distribution Manager
07815 856562
julie.bolton@
midlands.newsquest.co.uk

Stay with us all month by following us on Instagram
@livingoxfordshire. Subscribe to our complimentary
eEdition at living-magazines.co.uk

DARRAN REYNOLDS
Sales Director
01793 501773
darran.reynolds@newsquest.co.uk
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Carol Driver talks to Lady Ailsa Stonor about the
preparations her family make for Christmas at their
wonderful country house, the historic Stonor Park

FESTIVE TIME C
hristmas at historic Stonor
Park, the glorious country
house Lady Ailsa calls home,
is one of her favourite times
of the year.

Decorating the Grade
I-listed stately home’s incredible rooms,
festive traditions, and the breathtaking views
across the frost-sprinkled 250-acre park
surrounding it make for an idyllic winter
wonderland.

Lady Ailsa and her husband the Honorable
William Stonor, who moved into the house,
which has been home to the Stonors for more
than eight centuries, in 2016, are gearing up
for this year’s festivities, although it’s very
much Ailsa who is in charge during Christmas
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at Stonor Park, which is set in the heart of the
Chiltern Hills, a short drive from Henley-on-
Thames in Oxfordshire.

“It takes ten days from start to finish to get
the house ready for Christmas,” Lady Ailsa
explains as we speak over the phone.

“We start collecting holly from the garden
in October, while it’s still in berry, along with
greenery from the park. We keep it all in the
house until we start decorating. It will all be
ready by December 22.

“Christmas is definitely one of my
favourite times of year. It’s wonderful because
we have every generation here. We have my
parents-in-law, we have children running
around, we have cousins, and it feels like it’s
brimming with love really.”

Even though it’s one of the oldest
historic homes in the country, Stonor Park
is no museum, with thousands of stories
to tell – and it’s open throughout the year
to the public, typically between April
and December.

Highlights include the Gothic Hall, the
atmospheric 17th-century library, and a long
gallery hosting many treasures and a huge
archive outlining 29 generations of Stoners.

The 12th-century chapel, still very much in
use today, played a unique part of the history
of English Catholicism, surviving 250 years of
penal anti-Catholic legislation following the
Reformation. A stroll through this house is a
vivid walk through history.

So how does one set about decorating it

for Christmas? “In the winter, when the house
is closed to the public, we moved into the
public rooms, particularly the Gothic Hall
and the Drawing Room,” Ailsa explains.

“We decorate all the ledges and paintings
with yew, holly, greenery and mistletoe. A
local florist who grew up in a historic house
so she really understands about the traditional
way things were done comes in to help me.

“We also bring in a Christmas tree from a
fantastic local business. In October I go and
choose the tree, then just before Christmas,
it’s cut and we take the tractor and trailer
up there and pop it on and bring it down to
the house.

“Then we have to get everybody involved
because it’s so enormous. We have to bring it
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‘Waking up and seeing the view from our
bedroom, it’s stunning. It’s one of the things
we love the most – looking out of the window

and seeing the seasons’

in backwards, and right up the stone staircase
and back round again, avoiding the antique
paintings, and then we lay it flat on the floor
of the hall to begin with.

“It’s about 18ft tall, so we decorate the top
while it’s still down. I put on the star and the
lights on a third of the tree, then we lift it up,
and the star almost touches the ceiling.

‘W e use decorations
that we have
collected abroad and
family decorations
we had already, and

we choose a new decoration every year for the
children. We create a Nativity scene and the
children build that every year, but we don’t
put the figure of Jesus into the scene until
Christmas Eve.”

Lady Ailsa explains how the house will
be alive with family and guests who will be
coming to stay over the festive period, with
sumptuous lunches and dinners planned.

As an avid gardener, Ailsa says much of
the produce served will have come from
the Stonor Park grounds, including Brussels
sprouts, onions, potatoes and herbs such as
rosemary and thyme.

With a house steeped in history, tradition
is at the very heart of the festivities.

“On Christmas Eve, before Midnight
Mass, which is a very important part of
Christmas, we have dinner beforehand, and
the priest always comes to dinner,” Ailsa says.

“My mother-in-law is Danish, and we have
her family tradition of gravlax to start, then
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duck stuffed with prunes, then rice pudding
with a cherry sauce. One person in the room
will find an almond in their pudding, and
whoever it is, gets a prize – funnily enough the
priest always gets it the almond!

“On Christmas morning, the children
open their stockings and we have Christmas
lunch which we all cook together. We have
turkey and ham with a Cumberland sauce,
then Christmas puddings and mince pies.

‘T he table will be set
with a carousel candle,
something my husband
and I bought when we
went to a Christmas

market in Germany, in the centre, then we
have candles that run down the table and
crackers and beautiful napkins.

“Then there’s a Christmas Day service.
The chapel is open to all Catholics in our
community, it’s not just a family chapel.
There’s a morning service, but I’m normally
cooking. After lunch we go for a walk with
the dogs.”

Talking about the many rooms at Stonor
Park, Ailsa admits she has her favourites.

The Study has antique paintings and
drawings, as well as bronzes, globes and the
furniture collected by Francis Stonor.

The Gothic Revival Hall was built in 1350
to entertain judges, and was Gothicised in
1759, when the large Gothic picture frame
and lantern were also installed.

While the Library runs through the width
of the house and was radically altered in the

‘Catherine and I
work together on

the garden. It’s very
full on. In the winter
we’re pruning, we’re

mulching, we’re
starting to build all
the supports for the

plants coming up. It’s
very busy!’
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stonor.com

late 16th century, when the impressive barrel-
vaulted ceiling was introduced.

But Ailsa cites the Blue Dining Room as
her favourite for a particular reason: “When
we have dinners in the 19th-century Blue
Dining Room, it’s all candlelit as there’s no
artificial light.

“I love the wallpaper in there, it’s by
Joseph Dufour, and it’s panoramic scenes of
Paris, along with the principal monuments.
The colours are so beautiful.”

H owever, the outdoors is very
much home to Ailsa, who
manages the garden along
with a head gardener.

“Catherine and I work
together on the garden. It’s very full on. In the
winter we’re pruning, we’re mulching, we’re
starting to build all the supports for the plants
coming up. It’s very busy!”

There’s also a 17th-century Italianate
Pleasure Garden, with ancient yews, clipped
box hedges and abundant plants and flowers,
with a secluded Japanese style hideaway.

While the Old Kitchen Garden is lined

with apple and plum trees and was replanted
by Lady Camoys in 1980.

Lady Ailsa says Christmas morning will
start just like every other morning at Stonor
Park – taking in the wonderful views.

Although she admits, although winter
on the grounds is beautiful, it’s not always
mishap free…

“Waking up and seeing the view from our
bedroom, it’s stunning,” she explains. “It’s
one of the things we love the most – looking
out of the window and seeing the seasons and
seeing the deer, and typically they come down
and they feed in the grass right in front of the
windows of the house. Sometimes, we see the
barn owl that lives in the tree.

“In the winter, there’s a hill opposite the
house, which is fantastic for sledging. So if
we have a snowy winter, that’s where we’ll be,
sledging on the hill.

“It’s very fast and very good fun, but also
a bit hairy, as my sister-in-law once broke a
collar bone sledging there!”

‘When we have dinners in the 19th-century
Blue Dining Room, it’s all candlelit as

there’s no artificial light’
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This stunning landmark windmill, on the market for £1.6 million, has an incredible history
and is even the subject of a painting at Oxford’s Ashmolean Museum

BLOWN AWAY
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for the steam engine has been retained in the
dining room.

Daniel Dwight is recorded as the first
miller of the newly built tower mill, followed
by Thomas Robinson who was experienced
in steam powered mills, taking over in 1891.
He continued to be the miller until it ceased
operation in 1912 and was converted along
with the mill house into a private residence
the following year.

The first resident was Gilbert Cannan
and his new wife Mary (née Ansell), who had
previously been married to JM Barrie, the
creator of Peter Pan.

The Cannans invited their friends and
acquaintances, many of whom where
associated with two artists' groups, the
Bloomsbury Group, and the lesser well
known London Group, which were both
prominent around the time of the First World
War. Reputed visitors to the mill included
DH Lawrence, Katherine Mansfield, and the
painter Mark Gertler.

Gertler painted a famous picture of the

mill called Gilbert Cannan at his Mill now
on show in the Ashmolean Museum in
Oxford. The picture depicts Cannan outside
the Mill with his two dogs, one believed to
be the dog that previously belonged to the
Barries, and was the original inspiration for
Nana in the book Peter Pan.

The Cannans left the mill in 1916 and it
was rented by the celebrated American actress
of the day, Doris Keane, who used it as a
weekend retreat whilst appearing in London
theatre productions. In the 1930s the mill was
used as an art studio and for classes by the
artist Bernard Adams.

A more recent resident was Sir David
Hatch, director of BBC Radio, a former
member of the Cambridge Footlights
alongside John Cleese, Tim Brook-Taylor
and Graham Chapman. Many show business
parties were held at the windmill with
celebrity guests attending.

The current owners restored the cap and
installed new sails and fantail using materials
and a design copying the Victorian originals,

F
or hundreds of years, a
windmill has stood at this
location, and it even has a
special place in literary history.

The stunning Grade II
landmark listed windmill

combined with an attached cottage provides
an adaptable layout, with a wealth of
character features and a delightful village
location.

A Windmill was first located on or near
the site during the 17th and 18th centuries
according to contemporary maps. In 1863 a
smock mill was constructed by the Norwich
Wind and Steam Company. Unfortunately for
a number of reasons the smock mill was not
profitable and it was demolished in 1883.

A new mill was built on the same site in
that same year. This was a masonry tower mill
thought to be one of the last of its kind built
in England. It was built by Hillsdons of Tring
at a cost of £300. The following year the tall
chimney associated with the steam mill was
taken down, however the original flywheel
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with the work carried out by millwright
Paul Kemp.

The fantail is fully working with the
gearing installed so the cap can automatically
rotate so the sails face the wind and
turn. However the sails and fantail are
kept chained.

T he main entrance door is at
the base of the tower with a
wonderful first impression of
the circular reception hall which
leads into the inner hall of the

cottage with the two more formal, bright
and spacious, reception rooms each side.
The sitting room has a wood burning stove.
A spiral staircase leads to the lower ground
floor and the dining room with the original
feature flywheel on display, and the family
sized kitchen/breakfast room which includes
an Aga and French doors opening on to the
front terrace.

On the first floor there are three more
conventional bedrooms and two bathrooms,
one en suite to the main bedroom plus a

Rays Hill, Braziers End, Cholesbury,
Buckinghamshire, HP5
01494 725 636
savills.com

beautiful circular fourth with an en suite
shower room, ideal for when guests visit.
A further staircase from here leads to
the fifth bedroom which has far reaching
views and provides an ideal study for home
working. A ladder from here leads to the cap
and workings.

An additional feature is the delightful
“country garden” with lovely views over the
neighbouring fields and countryside beyond.
There are areas of lawn with well stocked
beds and borders with an idyllic spot in
one corner for relaxation. There are two
summerhouses, a shed and a workshop.

“This is a truly wonderful property, not
only for family living but also inviting relatives
and friends for a weekend of walking and
relaxation,” says property agent Nick Pounce,
of Savills.
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Carol Driver feels the Christmas spirit at the century old, Grade II
listed Mouseham, as it embraces a seasonal makeover

HISTORY
& STYLE

‘C
hristmas is a time
for family and
community,”
Deborah-Jean Nichols
tells me in her New
York twang, as she

speaks to me from her property, Mouseham,
in the Cotswolds.

She’s getting the 100-year-old stone
house, perched in an “absolutely magical
location” set on the River Windrush near the
picturesque town of Burford, ready for the
festive season.

The elegant Grade II listed home that
Deborah-Jean has owned since 2015 has
undergone extensive refurbishment, to
modernise, extend and improve it – all while
very much staying in-keeping with its history
and style.

Now, the luxury five-bedroom property,
which is available for long holiday lets, is
buzzing with representatives from local
businesses, all coming together to dress
Mouseham for Christmas.

“Mouseham comes alive in winter,”
Deborah-Jean explains. “Our theme for this
year’s Christmas is breathe, relax – especially
with how difficult these past few years
have been. And people can stress about the
holidays and about wanting it to be perfect.
Mouseham gives that vibe, it allows you to
destress and decompress. It says, ‘you’re
home, it’s the holidays, relax. I can enjoy this
– and I can enjoy everyone I’m with’.”

Mouseham was a much-loved family home
of 35 years when Deborah-Jean saw it on
the market in 2015. She said as soon as she
stepped foot inside the character-filled house,
she knew it was the next project for her –
having already seen 70 other properties that
didn’t have what she was looking for.

For the next two years, Mouseham was
refurbished, creating a country pile guests
would enjoy escaping to. “Like any much-
loved home, it needed a facelift,” she says. “So
the work we did was designed specifically to
strip it back to what it might have been when
it was first built, and to create a floorplan that
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allows at the same time for social and family
living. We tried to retain all the blemishes
as well – for example, we had to take down
a wall to put a new beam up. When we put
it back up, we actually put the architraves
around the doorframe in the same wonky
position as it originally was because that’s
the way it was. Things that make it less than
perfect is what we find to be quite perfect.

“Today, we want bigger kitchens, it’s the
heartbeat of the house, we want a lovely, large
dining room to have your celebratory meal
together – plus you want to have nooks and
crannies to escape. And I think we’ve achieved
that with so many little special spots.”

T he interior of Mouseham has
been painted with lots of deep,
rich colours to create a cosy
atmosphere, and for guests to
feel as though they are being

“embraced” as soon as they walk in the
front door. The colour scheme is “all about
nature”; wood tones, porcelain blues, earthy
greens. It is a mix of light and dark.

Downstairs, there is a snug, where guests
can hunker down in front of the fire, or
wander out into the garden, leading to a
beautiful waterfall, with a small seating area.
There’s also a lounge with bookcases, a
perfect place to sit down as a family.

While in the modern-looking kitchen,
there’s a booth-style breakfast nook, and it
leads on to a dining room.

Walking up the sweeping staircase, the
emphasis is on the “bed” part of bedroom,
with king-size beds, to “rest in, plod down
in, to escape in”. Each is designed with
rejuvenation in mind. Deborah-Jean says:
“Each bedroom is pretty much about that. It’s
just a place where you go upstairs and you can
really once again decompress and reenergise
and enjoy yourself – whether it’s hunkering
into a book just switching off.

“The master suite was very unglamorous,
so it led us to the concept of having an
extension because it would make it more
usable with a better bathroom, and would
allow us to create an annex – a space accessed

‘Our theme for this
year’s Christmas
is breathe, relax -

especially with how
difficult these past few

years have been’
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‘We’ve never used the word luxury because we’ve
always believed there’s a fair value for quality

and we are very much about servicing our clients,
choosing our suppliers and people we work with’

from the master bedroom. If somebody
wanted to have staff or a nanny, for example,
or a teenager and they didn’t want to be
connected, it allowed somebody to have the
master bedroom and still use the tiny little
annex as either their morning room, like a
suite, or for children.”

T here’s also an incredible space
for little ones – or those who are
big kids at heart – a secret room.
“We call it the Narnia room,”
Deborah-Jean explains. “It’s a

small room perfect for children, or grown
ups, that you access via a wardrobe. It’s not a
big space, but it really is a wonderful space.”

For the Christmas decorations for
Mouseham, Deborah-Jean is enlisting the help
of local businesses. Business partners who
love what they do have been selected to help
get the house ready for the festive period.

There’s a mix of real and faux greenery
on each of the mantlepieces, the colours
blending into the style of the rooms. The
candlelit table is set with beautiful crackers,
crystal glassware, and deep-coloured roses.
There’s also a profiterole tower centrepiece,
small, frosted Christmas trees. While the
twinkling lights and main Christmas tree
decorated with beautiful baubles makes it
look as though it’s Christmas Day already.

She says: “We’ve never used the word
luxury because we’ve always believed there’s
a fair value for quality and we are very much
about servicing our clients, choosing our
suppliers and people we work with. Keeping
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escape@unlistedlondon.com

it about community. I’ve chosen partners
who are passionate and who add value to
what they’re producing, everything they do is
special,” says Deborah-Jean.

“Twilight Trees bring the outdoors
in. They’re providing all our high-quality
Christmas trees including the one in the snug
that we’ll decorate with gifts underneath.
They’ll also help to create a winter
wonderland by the waterfall house. All our
guests have said that’s where they like to
escape to.

‘W hile graphic artist
Emma Shipley, who
creates intricately
designed homeware
and accessories for

nature lovers, will be providing some throws
for the waterfall house too.

“Noble Macmillan is a quintessentially
British luxury leather goods brand with
a collection of brightly coloured books,
journals, home accessories, luxury games,
bags and photo albums.

“Also, what brings Christmas to life more
than food! Crowleys of Suffolk are one of
the best hamper companies in the country,
and are curated using only wonderful, fresh

produce – from hams and duck, to cheese
and jam. While Hugo Lovage Patisserie can
rival any in France. Run by Cindy Kosmala,
a Michelin-trained pastry chef, they will be
providing gingerbread house kids, Christmas
cakes and puddings – divine!

“When it comes to Christmas, we want
our guests to be able to switch off, that’s
why we’re setting up the property, and I
really want that creativity to come through.
Because, with a bit of extra help, our guests
can really enjoy their guests.”

So what does Christmas mean to Deborah-
Jean? “Christmas is truly about everyone
getting together and doing things. I am a
country girl. Christmas is about long walks,
fireplaces, good meals, watching sports on
TV. Going out to the races. I love that. For
me, that’s what Christmas is.

“And also just taking time to reflect on
what the year was about and looking forward
to what the next year can be. I’d love catching
up on those Christmas cards, and we make
one day of just reading everyone’s cards.
Writing to people and reconnecting I think
is what that year is on to take pause. And
Mouseham is the perfect place to do that.”
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LOVES

Impress your guests for Christmas dinner this year with a tablescape worthy
of its own photoshoot. All of the furniture and products that make up this
dreamy boho noel eucalyptus theme are available from dunelm.
dunelm.com
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COLOUR OF THE MONTH
T YRIAN PURPLE BY ANNIE SLOAN

A dramatic, rich, jewel-toned
plum with both maroon and red
elements, this wall paint is Annie’s
homage to the ancient pigment,
Tyrian purple (a shade reserved
for Roman emperors). This deeply
saturated maroon will flatter most
spaces and generate an indulgent
atmosphere. A regal yet mellow
shade, the warmth, ripeness and
depth of pigment in Tyrian Plum
make it an ideal choice for dining
spaces or bedrooms (and it makes
the most perfect backdrop for your
Christmas decorations too!)
Tyrian purple, £55.95, Annie
Sloan: anniesloan.com
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WALLPAPER WE LOVE
BEE BLOOM BY HAT TIE LLOYD

Just like many of Hattie Lloyd’s
designs, Bee Bloom is inspired by
nature. The bee’s wings grow into
beautiful floral bouquets with rose
petals and leaves flowing through
the design. This wallpaper is perfect
for elegant kitchen and living areas,
romantic bedrooms, and would
make a beautiful statement for
staircases and hallways. A work
of art, this wallpaper is printed
individually and has a lead time of
five to seven working days.
£89, Hattie Lloyd Home,
hattielloyd.com
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A blitz of white
to shake up your

space! With
these snow-white
furnishings, mixed

and matched
throughout your
home, you can

get into the winter
feeling with ease

WINTER
wonderland

Snow Globe, £92.99,
wayfair.co.uk

Feather Pendant Lamp –
White, £495, limelace.co.uk

Provencal White
Bedside Table, £295,

frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk

Gypsy Faux Cowhide (White)
Rug, £688, mineheart.com
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White Terracotta Vase, £42,
roseandgrey.co.uk

Bean Bag Chair, £134.99, wayfair.co.ukHeidi White Dining Table, £599, my-furniture.com




